
The SFS-MED Platform
The Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO), the Interna-
tional Centre for Advanced Mediterra-
nean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM), the 
Secretariat of the Union for the Medi-
terranean (UfM) and the Partnership for 
Research and Innovation in the Mediter-
ranean Area (PRIMA) have joined forces 
in a multi-stakeholder initiative for Su-
stainable Food Systems in the Mediter-
ranean (SFS-MED Platform), as an affi-
liated project of the One Planet Network 
Sustainable Food Systems Programme. 
The SFS-MED initiative aims at promo-
ting dialogue and collaboration among 
Mediterranean countries and stakehol-
ders while they implement national and 
local efforts for a transformation to 
more sustainable food systems.

The SFS-MED webinar series
This series of technical webinars is 
organized to leverage the knowledge 
and expertise of a network of resear-
chers, development practitioners and 
decision-makers. The webinars aim at 
strengthening knowledge sharing and 
stimulating debate around themes rele-
vant to food systems transformation in the 
Mediterranean, peer exchange about re-
cent research and study findings, as well 
as showcasing successful and inspiring 
actions to promote the operationalization 
of food systems approaches.
Building on the findings of a stocktaking 
exercise of the UN Food Systems Summit 
(UNFSS) Dialogues held in the Mediterra-
nean, the webinars will revolve around a 
set of shared priorities and trends that are 
common to most countries in the region, 
considered as entry points or main the-
matic areas regarding what to transform 
in the Mediterranean food systems. Many 
of these were reflected as well in the na-
tional pathways for food systems transfor-
mation that countries developed within the 
UNFSS process during 2021.

Background
Food loss and waste presents significant challenges to food security, sustainabili-
ty, and resource management across the Mediterranean.1 With over 70 percent,2,3 
of the region’s population living in urban areas – a figure expected to grow in the 
coming decades4 – cities play a major role as both consumers of food and produ-
cers of food waste. In 2022, the European Union recorded 59 million tonnes5 of 
fresh food lost or wasted, averaging 132 kilograms per person, with households 
accounting for 54% of this total (71 kilograms per person). By comparison, this 
figure is lower in Eastern Europe, with an average of 53 kilograms per person 
at household level, and considerably higher in the Near East and North Africa 
region, with food waste at household levels averaging 114 kilograms per capita 
annually.6 Despite these challenges, cities have the potential to drive innova-
tion and systemic change and play a key role in reducing food losses and waste 
towards more sustainable agrifood systems and a circular (bio)economy.7

Reducing food loss and waste in urban areas offers broad environmental, social, 
and economic benefits. Repurposing organic waste and agrifood residues – e.g. 
composting, converting to fertilizer, animal feed, or biogas – can significantly 
cut greenhouse gas emissions, including methane from landfills, while reducing 
harmful pollutants linked to respiratory diseases and other health issues.8,9,10 Ef-
fective waste management also promotes natural resource conservation11 and 
limits environmental contamination, such as land pollution and water eutrophi-
cation, lowering risks of zoonotic diseases and enhancing public health.8,9 Econo-
mically, these initiatives generate jobs in waste collection, recovery, recycling and 
related sectors, promoting innovation and driving the shift toward a circular eco-
nomy12 and enhancing economic inclusion of marginalised groups, such as youth 
and women. Socially, circular agrifood systems help address food security by re-
ducing losses across supply chains, redistributing surplus, and transforming wa-
ste into sustainable products, thus strengthening urban-rural connections and 
fostering community engagement.13,14,15

Nevertheless, achieving these co-benefits requires coordinated actions at both 
the national and local levels. National governments can establish policies and 
legislative frameworks, create incentives and disincentives, promote investmen-
ts and innovative initiatives, and foster the cross-sectoral and multi-stakeholder 
coordination needed to address food loss and waste comprehensively and sy-
stemically. At the same time, subnational governments (such as local authori-
ties, municipalities, states, regions, provinces) can influence national policies, by 
adopting innovative approaches and developing local strategies with benefits that 
reach far beyond their borders. Ensure coordination between national and local 
efforts – often referred to as multi-level governance – is key to ensuring strate-
gies are sustainable, scalable and effective in the long term. 
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Expected outcomes 

This webinar is expected to raise awareness and promote dialogue on 
options to strengthen collaboration between national and local stakehol-
ders to support effective local food loss and waste reduction interven-
tions contributing to agrifood systems transformation. It will open a spa-
ce for sharing experiences to explore how cities and subnational entities 
can contribute to national policies and inclusive governance mechanisms 
that can strengthen the enabling environment for food loss and waste 
reduction. The event seeks to enhance coordination across the region, 
promoting more integrated and effective approaches and actions to agri-
food systems transformation by addressing food loss and waste-related 
challenges at the local level.

This session will aim to address the key questions:
How can national policies and frameworks effectively support cities/
local governments in implementing food loss and waste reduction 
strategies and initiatives?
In what ways can cities drive innovation and contribute to the develop-
ment of national food loss and waste reduction policies?

OBJECTIVES

KNOWLEDGE
Create a knowledge base about oppor-
tunities, innovative solutions and gaps or 
limitations for food systems transforma-
tion, specific to the Mediterranean context.

EVIDENCE SHARING
Facilitate replication and upscaling of 
concrete solutions for food systems 
transformation through the dissemina-
tion of evidence about successful appro-
aches and lessons learned from across 
the Mediterranean.

AWARENESS
Promote and raise awareness on food 
systems thinking by facilitating multi-di-
sciplinary and multi-sectorial exchanges.

The webinar is organized within the framework of the Food is Never 
Waste Coalition, which aims to halve global food waste and reduce food 
losses by at least 25 percent by 2030 by fostering collaboration among 
stakeholders, facilitate learning and sharing best practices, promoting 
investment in food loss and waste reduction and driving action through 
initiatives such as the “123 Pledge”. The webinar also builds on previous 
activities in the framework of the SFS-MED Platform, including the first 
webinar of this series, which highlighted the importance of food waste 
management as key entry point for integrating agrifood systems thin-
king at the local level, by promoting capacity building and investments in 
innovation to increase stakeholders’ awareness to drive a shift towards 
more sustainable behaviours;16 the research conducted by FAO and Let’s 
Food on agrifood systems transformation in Mediterranean cities,13 and 
insights from other multistakeholder dialogues in Cairo17 and online.18 
Other relevant pillars of the work on food loss and waste in the region are 
the Union for the Mediterranean’s (UfM) “Greener Med” agenda, which 
creates technical and financial convergence around the regional priori-
ties agreed by the 43 UfM member countries, including waste and food 
waste in a wider green and circular economy logic, and takes stock of 
the Mediterranean regional projects supporting these efforts, including 
those related to food waste in the agrifood chain,19 and PRIMA’s dedicated 
cross-action, supporting research and projects that are developing in-
novative and sustainable solutions, such as restorative approaches, and 
innovative preservation techniques.20
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Opening remarks

Keynote remarks

Panel discussion

Local perspective on waste management plans

Local perspective on city-to-city exchanges to 
strengthen FLW managementx

National-local coordination on food waste law de-
sign and implementation

Promoting research and innovation for regional 
FLW solutions

Role of civil society in influencing local and national 
policies and practices

Closing remarks
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Director, Agrifood Systems and Food Safety Division, FAO
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Gianfranco Romanazzi
Action Chair, Sustainable Network for agrofood loss 
and waste prevention, management, quantification 
and valorisation (FoodWaStop)

Lydia Merrouche
Managing Director & Founder, Fossoul Agricole

Teodoro Miano
Secretary General, CIHEAM
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